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CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE.

By GEORGE E. DAWSON,
Sometime Fellow in Psychology, Clark University.

CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTION.

The following study is an attempt to apply to religious edu
cation a principle and a method generally accepted in secular
education. The principle may be thus stated: The spontaneous
interests of a child are expressions of a stage of life. They
indicate, therefore, fundamental needs and aptitudes. They
afford a starting point for all education, formative and reforma
tive. If they are healthy interests, they suggest the material
and method to be employed in developing character through
the use of good tendencies. If they are unhealthy interests,
they suggest the material and method to be employed in devel
oping character through the disuse or transformation of bad
tendencies.

The scientific study of man is opening up to us many avenues
of approach to this problem of interest. First of all, we may
approach it through the child's relations to the race it springs
from. Embryology, comparative anatomy, and comparative
psychology supply evidence that the child, in the main lines of
its development, repeats racial history. Its physical and psy
chical life begins with a summary of what humanity before
it has lived through. In bone, muscle, nerve-cell, instinct and
intelligence, we find traces of ancestral struggle, and progress
or retrogression. Baldwin! says: "What is present in the mind
now.. in the way of function, is due somehow to the past.
Nervous inheritance provides for the apparatus, and mental
inheritance sums up the experience." The implication of this
view is, that a child's spontaneous interests at different stages
of its development reflect more or less clearly the tendencies
built up in the experience of the race. Says Dewey: 2 "There
is a sort of natural recurrence of the child mind to the typical ac
tivities of primitive peoples; witness the hut which the boy likes
to build in the yard, playing hunt,with bows, arrows, spears, and

1 Mental Development in the Child and the Race, p. 27.
2Sckool and Society, p, 62.
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152 CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE.

so on." These interests are transitional, as are the stages of
development of which they are an expression, but they have
an important relation to the child's life. They indicate, in a
broad way, what the child needs, or does not need, at that
particular period.

Again, we may consider a child's interests from the view-point
of its individual development. Neurology is showing us that
there is a definite order of growth in the brain and nervous
system. First to mature is the reflex mechanism; then, the
mechanism of special sensation and movement; and finally, the
mechanism underlying association of ideas and other more com
plex psychic processes. This suggests that the child's life is
first reflex and instinctive; next, sensori-motor: and, last of all,
associative and rational. Here genetic psychology makes its
contribution to the problem, and tells us that the suggestions of
neurology are true. The child is found to be first a creature of
psychic reflexes or instincts, such as hunger, fear, anger, and
sympathy; then, of sensations, such as tactile, gustatory, audi
tory and visual; then, of the more complex psychic processes,
such as memory, imagination, will and conscience. The study
of children's interests discloses to us. the fact that these stages
of neuro-psychical development are closely paralleled by just
the spontaneous interests that we should expect to crop out.
In general, the first interests of the child are those centering
in its instinctive life. The next are those centering in its
sensations and activities. The next are those centering in its
intellectual life and its more complex feelings. According as
the varions stages of development throw into prominence one
or the other group of neuro-psychical tendencies, we may expect
to find certain interests distinctive ofthat group and pointing the
direction and progress of the child's growth.

As a result of such conclusions regarding the fundamental
character of children's spontaneous interests, most of the
branches ordinarily taught in the public schools are being
scrutinized in a new light, and the entire question as to choice
and gradation of lesson material is being reopened. Both edu
cational experts and teachers practically engaged in school-room
work are testing in various ways the educational values of the
subjects taught and their adaptation to the different levels of
feeling and intelligence. The elementary interests of children
in the qualities of objects, such as use,. action, color, form, and
the like, have been studied by Binet.! Barnes, ~ and Shaw." The
distribution of interests amoug the subjects of the public school

1 Revue Philosophique, December, 1890.
2 The Pacific EducationalJournal, February, 1896.
SChild Study Monthly, Vol. II, pp. 152.167.
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CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE. 153

curriculum has been studied by Taylor.! Children's interests
in the reading matter of the school curriculum, as well as their
general literary interests, have been studied by Wissler,2 Miss
Chase," and Kirkpatrick! Miss Ward6 has studied the geo
graphical interests of children; Mrs. Barnes," the historical
interests; and Miss Oates," the musical interests. Play-inter
ests have been studied by President Hall, a Ellis and Hall,9
Oulick;" and Mrs. Burk.!' The puzzle interests, as showing
the more complex intellectual aptitudes of children, have been
studied by Lindley. 12 O'Bhea.;" has studied children's interests
in pictures, myth and nature literature, etc. While their inter
ests as revealed in ideals, ambitions, and choice of occupations,
have been studied by Barnes;" Miss Darrah;" Monroe;" and
]egi. 17

It is evident, therefore, that the principle of interest has the
sanction of scientific research, and that it is rapidly becoming
a standard for estimating the material of instruction. I see no
reason why the same principle should not be recognized in
shaping the curriculum of religious education. And I see no
reason why those who are concerned with the education of chil
dren in the Sunday School, or in the church at large, should
not abandon the standards of adult opinion and adopt a standard
of facts, derived experimentally from the consciousness of the
child. As it seems to me, the evidence is conclusive that until
this is done, the programme of religious instruction will lack
a secure basis. We live in an age when the principles of induc
tive science are being applied to every form of human culture.
In secular education at least, Bacon's prophetic dictum is at
last coming to be recognized. I C Man, as the minister and
interpreter of nature, does and understands as much as his
observations on the order of nature, either with regard to things

IPedagogical Seminary, Vol. V, pp. 497-5ll.
2Pedagogical Seminary, Vol. V, pp. 523-540.
aproceedings N. E. A., 1898, pp, IOll-IOI5.
4North Western MontklY,Vol.VIII, pp. 651-654; Vol. IX, pp. 188-191,

and pp, 338-342.
6 Education, Vol. XVIII, pp. 235-240.
°Barnes's Studies in Education, pp. 83-93.
7Journal of Pedagogy, Vol. II, pp. 265-284.
6Scribner's Magazine, Vol. III, pp. 690-696.
9Pedagogical Seminary, Vol. IV, pp. 129-175.
IOPedagogical Seminary, Vol. VI, pp. 135-151.
llNorth Western Monthly, Vol. IX, pp. 349-355.
uAmericanJournal of Psychology, Vol. VIII, pp. 431-493.
18Ch~ld Study lJfollthly, Vol. II, pp.266-278.
14North Western Monthly, Vol. IX, pp. 91-93.
16Popular Science Monthly, Vol. LIII, pp. 88-98.
IOEducation, Vol. XVIII, pp. 259-264.
17Transaction of the Illinois Soc. of Child Study, Vol. III, pp. 131

144·
2
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154 cHILDRnN's INTnRnST IN THE BIBLn.

or the mind, permit him, and neither knows nor is capable of
more" (Novum Organum). In such an age, the a priori con
clusions of adults, or guesses, more or less accurate, as to what
a child needs, cannot much longer meet the requirements.

Such considerations as the foregoing have suggested the
method employed in this study. Starting from the conclusions
of current scientific inquiry as to the meaning of children's
spontaneous interests, and following the same general lines
that have been followed in the studies of children's interests
referred to above, I have attempted to investigate the interest
of children in the Bible. The questions I have kept before me
are the following:

I. How do children feel towards the Old and the New Testament,
respectively, at different ages?

2. How do they feel towards the various books of the Bible at differ
ent ages?

3. How do they feel towards the different scenes, stories, and char
acters of the Bible at different ages?

4. What is the development of interest in the scenic, narrative, and
personal elements of the Bible as age advances?

5. What is the development of interest in the person and works of
Jesus as age advances?

A syllabus of questions was prepared in such a way as to
bring out directly and indirectly the information sought under
each of these heads. Over 12,000 copies of this syllabus were
given out to parents, Bible-school teachers, and public school
teachers. Instructions were usually given to extend the obser
vations over as long a period as possible, and to use such exact
tests as they could in getting at the preferences of children.
From the children thus studied by others, and those studied by
myself, 1,000 have been selected as the basis of this paper.
Most of these children live in the larger cities and towns of
New England. They are mainly of American parentage, though
there are included a few Italians and French Canadians. They
are distributed among all the evangelical denominations, the
Congregationlists predominating. There are, besides, a few
Catholics. The children range in age from 8 to 20, and are about
equally distributed as to age and sex. Returns were received
from some adults above 20, but these are not included in the
results as summarized. In general, it is believed that the chil
dren studied are typical, and that the returns afford a reasonably
accurate illustration of children's Bible-interests within the
ages and classes represented.
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CHILDREN'S INTERltST IN THE BIBLE. 155

CHAPTER II.

ANALYSIS OF DATA.

§I.

Choice between the Old and the New Testament.
I have based my estimate of children's choice between the

main divisions of the Bible upon three classes of facts: (I)
Their-own direct statements as to their preference; (2) indirect
evidence secured through their choice of Bible scenes, stories
and characters; and (3) the judgment of teachers. At first
thought, a child's statement that he likes one part of the Bible
better than another might seem to have little value. And yet,
when we look at the matter from the standpoint of every-day
experience, is there not every reason for thinking that the aver
age child, in the Christian home or Sunday School, knows
what he likes, or does not like, in the Bible as in other things?
When the schoolboy says he likes United States history better
than arithmetic, or vice versa, there is no reason for doubting
the genuineness of his preference. When the boy says he likes
to read the life of Daniel Boone, or the story of Robinson
Crusoe, better than a treatise on physics, we do not hesitate to
accept his statement as significant. We adults often forget
that children's likes and dislikes are more spontaneous than
our own, and that they are apt to be much less disguised.
There has nothing impressed me more in looking over the re
turns received from children than the perfect candor of their
answers. This was not always the case in the returns received
from adults. The latter often hesitated to express a preference,
giving reasons that indicated clearly a feeling that it was not
just the proper thing to like one part of the Bible better than
another. Every part of the Bible is holy; therefore, the prop
erly constituted man or woman should like one as well as another.
The typical child is not troubled with any such feeling towards
the Bible. If he doesn't like some portion of it, he says so; or
if he doesn't like any of it, he says so. This may be additional
evidence of his innate depravity. I merely state the fact. A
child's statement that he likes the Old Testament better than
the New, or vice versa, seems to me therefore to be worthy of
acceptance as an index of his interest. When such a statement
is, in general, confirmed by the indirect evidence of other prefer
ences and by the testimony of teachers, one's conclusions ought
to rest upon a fairly substantial basis.

At eight years old, the majority of children of both sexes
prefer the New Testament; that is to say, 60% of the boys
and 72% of the girls. The interest in the New Testament
declines, however, during the next few years, reaching its
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156 CHILDRItN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE.

minimum at 14, in the case of boys, and at 12, in the case of
the girls. At this point, 32 % of the boys and 40% of the
girls prefer the New Testament. At IS, the interest of the
boys remains about the same as at 14, but thereafter it rises
rapidly and steadily until at 20 years 88% prefer the New
Testament. The girls' interest rises slowly from 12 to 14, and
thereafter rises even more rapidly than the boys', until at 20

years 97% prefer the New Testament. At eight years, 40%
of the boys and 28%of the girls prefer the Old Testament.
From eight years on, the interest in the Old Testament steadily
rises, reaching its maximum at 13, in the case of the boys, and
at 12 in the case of the girls. At this point, 63% of the boys
and 46% of the girls prefer the Old Testament. Thereafter,
in the case of both sexes, the interest steadily declines, until
at the age of 20, 12% of the boys and 3% of the girls express
a preference for the Old Testament. From 13 to 19 years,
some of the boys say they have no choice. the maximum of
such being reached at 15 and 16. In the case of the girls,
this period of uncertainty reaches from 10 to 17. the maximum
being reached at II and 12. A graphic presentation of these
results is given in diagrams I and 2.

What interpretation may we place upon these results? To
begin with, the interest of the youngest children in the New
Testament is probably not a general interest in that division
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CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE. 157
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of the Bible. It centers rather in the Infant Jesus. A child
is always of interest to other children, whether in life or story.
The scenes and incidents of the Bible relating to childhood
are prime favorites with most of the younger children that
have been studied. Thus, the birth of Jesus, the finding of
Moses by Pharoah's daughter, Jesus blessing little children,
and the flight into Egypt are among the most commonly men
tioned. To this natural interest in the childhood of the Bible
must be added the special interest derived through Christian
art and literature, dealing with such events as the Annuncia
tion, the Nativity, and the Flight into Egypt, much of which
the average child has some acquaintance with. Besides these
aids to interest, we must also take into account the associations
of Christmas time, which give the birth and childhood of
Jesus a unique place in children's affections. It is not sur
prising, therefore, that the New Testament, which contains the
stories and scenes relating to a child naturally interesting, and
rendered more so by the art, literature, and customs of Christ
ian civilization, should be preferred by so' many of the younger
children,

This element of attractiveness aside, however, it is probable
that the New Testament does not naturally appeal so strongly
to children as does the Old. So early as eight years, 40% of
the boys and 28% of the girls prefer the Old Testament,
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158 CHILDREN'S INTERRST IN THE BIBLR.

and these percentages steadily rise for some years. This indi
cates that even in the youngest children, to whom the Infant
Jesus is especially attractive, there are other forces at work in
determining their interest. These forces assert themselves
more and more. and during the years from nine or ten, on to
thirteen or fourteen, they shift the center of interest to the
Old Testament, How strong these forces must be, is suggested
by another important fact, that should be taken into account
in this connection. In general, religious teachers lay much
more stress upon the facts and teachings of the New Testament
than upon those of the Old. As shown by this study, the
interest of adults is overwhelmingly in favor of the New Testa
ment. Estimating the child from the adult standpoint, these
adults impose their interests upon the children they instruct.
Very naturally, there is thus given to the children an interest
in facts, doctrines. etc., that is not spontaneous, but derived
from the teachers. This derived interest undoubtedly enters
into the choice of children. And yet, as we have seen, the
forces at work in these children's natures are sufficiently
strong to offset the bias induced by adult example and to turn
the balance in favor of the Old Testament. Everytlzt"ng con
sidered, it is probable that the typical boy or girl from nine years
to fourteen, is more attracted to the Old Testament than to the
New.

There is some light shed upon this matter by the scientific
studies already referred to. If it be true that the various levels
of instinct and intelligence in racial life have their outcroppings
in the development of the individual child, and if we may regard
the development of the Hebrew people as typical of the life of
the race as a whole, ought we not to expect that the main cen
ters of children's interest in the Bible will shift from the Old to
the New Testament as manhood and womanhood approaches?
To illustrate: The fundamental human instincts may be classi
fied as egoistic, or selfish, and altruistic, or unselfish. Psychol
ogists are agreed that racial development, as well as individual
development, is away from the predominantly selfish instincts
towards the predominantly unselfish instincts. Now the Old
Testament scriptures appeal more especially to the former class
of instincts; while the New Testament scriptures appeal rather
to the latter. Fear, anger, jealously, hatred, revenge, etc., are
conspicuous attributes of God and men, in the Old Testament;
while sympathy, compassion, trustfulness, and love are the most
prominent attributes of God and men, in the New. In short,
the Bible moves from an egoistic point of view regarding God
and mankind, to an increasingly altruistic point of view. The
parallelism between the development of the child and the devel-
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CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE. 159

opment of the Bible is therefore clearly suggested, so far as
concerns these great central instincts of the human soul.

Again, psychologists are agreed that the human. race has
developed from a predominantly sensori-motor type towards a
predominantly associative and rational type. Primitive man
lives in his senses and activities. The world is essentially a
sensuous world to him. He delights in everything that appeals
strongly to sight, hearing, touch, taste, and smell. This ex
plains his fondness for bright colors, massive sounds, pungent
tastes, strong odors, and the like. His motor nature is also
dominant in his enjoyments, as is shown especially in his fond
ness for dancing, wrestling, and other feats of strength and
prowess. The individual child likewise develops from the
sensori-motor to the rational in its nature and interests. In
vividness of sense-impressions and in constancy and variety of
spontaneous movements, children surpass adults. Gilbert! found
by testing school children that the great period of sense-devel
opment is from early childhood up to 10 or 12. The play
activities of children during the same period are very marked,
as many investigations have shown. Out of this sensuous and
intensely active life of children spring those interests that
reveal themselves in a fondness for spectacular scenes, feats of
skill and daring, and the general flesh-and-blood heroism so
attractive to boys and girls. Studies made of children's read
ing interests bring to light the fact that in the period just
preceding adolescence there is a marked fondness for the heroic
in literature. Thus, Principal Atkinson," of the Springfield,
(Mass.) High School, found that the books read the preceding
summer by an entering freshman class were largely biographical,
including a range of heroes from Charlemange and Cromwell
to Daniel Boone and Buffalo Bill. In general, an ideal or heroic
character placed in a historic situation seemed to appeal to the
largest number.

Now the Bible illustrates a similar development from the
sensori-motor type of lite towards the associative and rational
type of life. The Old Testamen t abounds with spectacular
scenes, such as the fight between David and Goliath, and
Daniel in the lion's den; thrilling stories, such as those asso
ciated with the lives of Moses and Joseph; and heroic characters,
such as Abraham and David. There is throughout a combina
tion of scenic splendor, striking episodes, and unique personal
ties that impresses the senses most vividly and appeals to the
love of dramatic action. It is true, of course, that the motive

1 Studies fronz tlze Yale Psycholog-ical Laboratory, Vol. I, p. So, and
Vol. II, p. 90.

2 Proceedings of th« N. E. A., for 1898.
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160 CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE.

of the Old Testament is religious. There was no design on the
part of its writers to present a pageant of striking characters
and incidents. But the method is, nevertheless, that of the
primitive mind, which seizes upou the sensuous and the dra
matic, rather than the rational and reflective, elements of life
and religion. Here again, therefore, we find a parallelism be
tween the development of the child and the development of the
Bible.

This parallelism between the unfolding of racial conscious
ness as revealed in the Bible and the unfolding of the child's
consciousness, has further illustration when we direct our
attention to the older children included in this study. Here
we find that as life ripens into adolescence, the centers of
interest shift to the New Testament. From IS years on, in
the case of the boys, and from 14 years on, in the case ot the
girls, the preference for the latter becomes more and more
marked. Now, all the studies of adolescence tend to show
that this period marks a psychical, as well as a physical re
birth. The child is born out of an individualistic type of
feeling into a social type of feeling; out of a sensori-motor
type of intelligence into a reflective type of intelligence; out
of an e..f[ocentric and sensuous life, in short, into a life alirocen
tric and rational. Hancock 1 has found by experimental tests
that children's ability to reason increases rapidly with the
approach of adolescence. Lancaster 2 shows that during this
period altruistic feeling is extremely active in both sexes,
revealing itself in philanthropic work of all kinds. Starbuck a
and Gulick," by statistical studies and conversion, find that
the great majority of accessions to the church take place
between 12 and 20 years of age. We may conclude, therefore,
that just as Jesus and the Christian type of consciousness
represented a new birth for the race, so does the flowering out
of the altruistic and reflectively religious consciousness of ado
lescence represent a new birth for the individual. In other
words, just as the personality of Jesus and his regimen of life
sum up the ideals towards which the race is struggling, so do
they sum up the ideals towards which the individual soul is
struggling.

As regards the children who express no preference between
the Old and the New Testament, it will be observed that they
fall within those ages when the interests of the majority of the
children are shifting from the Old to the New Testament.
From what has already been said, it is evident that the trans-

1 Educational Review, Oct., 1896.
2 Pedagogical Seminary, Vol. V, pp. 6r-128.
3 American Journal 0.1 Psychology, Jan., r897, and Oct., r897.
4 Association Outlook, Springfield, Mass., Vol. VIII, pp. 33-48.
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CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE. 161

formation from the egoistic, sensuous life of childhood, to the
altruistic, reflective life of adolescence, must occasion a severe
conflict of interests. This general conflict of interests is
doubtless reflected in the inability, or disinclination, of some
to choose between the Old and the New Testament. Teachers
and parents often remark upon the indifference of some chil
dren during these beginning years of adolescence. As is well
known in Sunday-School work, this is a period when children
are kept in their classes with difficulty. The study of children
reveals the fact that early adolescence is the birth-time of
doubts and vacillations in conduct. Now probably these phe
nomena are due in part to the physical and psychical strain of
the period, more intense in some children than in others. But
I venture to suggest that all such indifference, doubt, or
whatever it may be, is largely due to the conflict of interests
incident to the transition from one type of life to another.

To conclude this discussion regarding the choice of children
between the Old and the New Testament: Have we not in the
development of children's interest in the main divisions of the
Bible a verification of an age-long belief? The Christian world
has long been familiar with the thought that the Old Testament
is preparatory to the New. The historical events recorded in
the former have their culmination in the latter. The prophecies
springing from the life of ancient Israel anticipate the life and
utterances of Him who came out of Nazareth. The laws given
at Sinai have their fulfillment in the Sermon on the Mount. In
short, in the words of Paul:' "The law was our schoolmaster
to bring us unto Christ." This popular view of the relation
between the Old and the New Testament is being confirmed by
the conclusions of modern biblical scholarship. The Hebrew
Scriptures illustrate the general laws of development in the life
of a people. Each step in the unfolding of Hebrew institu
tions, customs, laws, and moral and religious ideals, is related
to all that precedes and all that follows. The new dispensation
could not come till the old had prepared at least a few choice
souls for its reception. The words of Paul. 2

• I When the full
ness of time was come, God sent forth his Son," have thus
their modern reading in the theory of human development.

sII.
Choice among the Books of the Bible.

The data summarized under this head contribute to the same
general results as those reached in the preceding section. In
addition, however, they bring to light the interests of children

lEpistle to the Galatians. Chap. 3, Verse 24.
2Ibid, Chap. 4. Verse 4.
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162 CHILDREN'S INTER£ST IN THE BIBLE.

from a more distinctively educational point of view. The mate
rial of the Bible, as commonly given to children, may be classified
under the following heads: (I) Historical (including the geo
graphical), (2) prophetic, (3) gospel, and (4) doctrinal. To
these may be added the literary, including the poetic and wisdom
books. Following the lines of this classification, I have grouped
the various books of the Bible for which the children indicated
a preference, under six heads: Historical, propkeHc, poetic,
wisdom, gospel, and doctrinal,

At eight years of age, the choice of the boys is equally
divided between the historical and the gospel books. During
the next three years. the interest in the historical books in
creases, reaching in the eleventh year 60%. Thereafter, the
historical interest declines, falling to 22% in the fourteenth
year and to 8 % in the twentieth year. The interest in the
gospel books falls off rapidly from the eighth to the thirteenth
year, reaching at that time 22%. Then it rises steadily and
rapidly to the twentieth year, when it reaches 78%. Interest
in the poetic books begins at 9 years, rises steadily to the
fourteenth year, when it reaches 33%, and then falls off more
or less irregularly to the twentieth year, when it stands at 14%.
From 12 to IS, there is some interest shown in the prophetfC
books, the maximum being 18% in the fourteenth year. There
is also a slight interest shown in the wisdom books from 16 to
18, the maximum being reached at 17, when the percentage is
seven. Not a single boy between the ages of 8 and 20 expressed
a preference for a book that could be classed as doctrinal.

The girls also distribute their preferences equally between the
historical and gospel books to start with. The historical interest
then declines to 37% at 10 years, rises steadily to 46% in the
13th year, and thereafter falls to zero in the 19th year. The
interest in the gospel books falls to 30% in the rath year,
and thereafter rises steadily and rapidly to 90% in the aoth
year. The poetic interest appears first in the 9th year, rises
to 20% in the r rth and rath years, and then slowly declines
to zero in the 17th year. Interest in the prophetic books has
a somewhat uneven run from 12 to 20, reaching its maximum
at 12 and again at 17. Interest in the wisdom books begins
at 14, being at its maximum from that age to 15, and then
declining to zero at 20. A slight interest is shown in the
doctrinal books from 19 to 20, the maximum being 10%, at
the latter age.

In general, therefore, we have a somewhat wide distribution
of interests up to the beginning of adolescence, with some
advantage in favor of the historical books, especially on the
part of the boys. Literary, prophetic, and wisdom books
come more into favor in the years just preceding adolescence
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CHILDREN'S IN'l'ERES'l' IN THE BIBLE. 163

and maintain a somewhat prominent place throughout the
early years of that period; while the gospel interest stands
out conspicuously as the pre-eminent adolescent interest.
These results are brought out more g-raphically in diagrams 3
and 4.

In interpreting the foregoing results, we have first to note
that, in general. the preferences coincide with those considered
in the. preceding section. Thus, the preference for the his
torical books, which are mainly in the Old Testament, run
more or less parallel with the preference for the first division
of the Bible. The preference for the gospel books, which are
in the New Testament, run more or less parallel with the
second division of the Bible. This is not so much the case
with the younger children. Here the choice of gospel books
is not so general as is the choice of the New Testament as a
whole, while the choice of historical books is more general
than is that of the Old Testament as a whole. This dis
parity of choice is due, in part at least, to some children's
choosing the Acts of the Apostles, which was classed among
the historical books. In general, therefore, the choice among
the books of the Bible at different ages has the same explana
tion that has already been given to account for the choice
between the Old and the New Testament. The preference
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of the younger children for the gospel books is due to the fact
that these books contain the scenes and incidents associated
with the infancy of Jesus. The preference of the older chil
dren for the historical books is due to the fact that these
books contain the elements most attractive to the egoistic and
sensuous natures of such children, while the choice of gospel
books by adolescents is explained by reference to the general
ripening of the altruistic and reflective life at that period.

However, we may look at children's choice among the
books of the Bible from a somewhat different point of view
and in greater detail. First, as to the choice of historical
books. It has been found that the interest of public school
children in history and geography is marked during the
period from 9 or IO, on to 13 or 14. Mrs. Barnes' found that
the historic sense has a rapid development during these years.
Her curves are very similar to those shown in the above
diagrams. She concludes that from seven years on, history
becomes an increasingly attractive subject for children, though
the larger historical interest does not develop, perhaps. before
II or 12. Miss Ward,2 who studied the geographical interests

1 Barnes's Studies in Education, pp. 43-,52, and 83-93.
2 Education, Vol. XVIII.
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CHII.,DREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBI.,E. 165

of several thousand children, finds that there is a marked
interest in places, especially in places that have human asso
ciations. I have studied the general school-interestsofover 1,000
children in the public schools of Springfield, Mass., and find
that both the historical and the geographical interests begin
to be prominent at 10 years. These facts make it probable that
children from 9 or 10 years, on to 13 or 14, will be naturally
interested in the historical and geographical elements of the
Bible. There is also another fact to be taken into account in
this connection. There is evidence for believing that children
during this period have especial aptitude for memorizing. All
those studies that involve a constant exercise of memory, such
as language, arithmetic, geography and history, are more
easily taught to children at this time. Street 1 concludes from
his study of language-training that children acquire languages
most readily from 8 to 12 years. Bolton 2 found that the
memory of children for numbers practically reaches its maxi
mum in the grades below the high school. Shaw 8 found
that the memory of children for the essential elements of a
story culminated just before the high school period is reached.
Scripture 4 fouud that the time-memory in children reaches its
greatest accuracy at about 13 or 14 years. These investiga
tions indicate that the period of life in question is peculiarly
adapted for fact-studies, which make great demands upon the
memory. And this again renders it probable that children's
preference for the historical books of the Bible is based, in
part, upon certain special intellectual aptitudes.

Next, as to the choice of prophetic and literary Looks.
" Prophecy" consists of two things as applied to the Bible:
(I) The revelation of coming events; and (2) The speaking
forth of the deeper truths of life. Perhaps, in the last
analysis, these two things are one, but we ordinarily consider
them distinct. Now, ado1esence is the "Golden Age" of
prophecy. It is then that the individual consciousness is
reborn into the consciousness of the race. The deeper truths
of existence are yearned for and glimpsed. There is a moral
and religious ferment, and the loftiest and the most sordid
ideals struggle for mastery. Moreover, it is then that the
human soul looks most anxiously into the future. Perhaps
it looks farthest into the future. Certainly it tries then, as at
no other time, to learn its horoscope. Witness the idealizing,
the day-dreaming, the fortune-telling devices of young peo-

1 Pedagogical Seminar)', Vol. IV, pp. 269-293.
2 American Journal Of Psychology, Vol. IV.
8 Pedagogical Seminary, Vol. IV, pp. 61-78.
4 Thinking, Feetine, Doing, p. 251.
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166 CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE.

ple, Lancaster! in his study of the psychology and pedagogy
of adolescence, has collected data illustrating both these
aspects of the prophetic spirit. The longing for the more
vital truths of life, and the far-looking into the future, recur
again and again in the returns received from the youth of
both sexes. Adolescence is also the period when literary feel
ing and aspirations ripen. These are offshoots of the sesthetic
nature, and studies of adolescent life bring to light the fact
that all the forms of eesthetic feeling and activity begin to
crop out early in this period. In the study of children's
school-interests already referred to, I have found that the
interest in painting, drawing and music increases rapidly
from 12 years on. Lancaster found that of 100 actors, 50

poets, 100 musicians, 50 artists, and 100 writers, the majority
had achieved success in their art before the age of 20, showing
that the life of eesthetlc feeling and idealism is well developed
in early adolesence. The preference of children for the pro
phetic and literary books of the Bible, in the early adolescent
years, is, therefore, doubtless an expression of more general
moral and eesthetlc interests.

Finally, as to the choice of gospel books: This is pre-emi
nently the choice of the adolescent. From what has already
been said, it is evident that adolescence needs, and seeks, above
everything else, some kind of a philosophy and regimen of
life. Life has become a thing fraught with a new but vague
meaning; the struggle is to make its meaning clear. Life has
become a larger, richer thing; the struggle is to learn the
method by which its largeness and richness may be personally
realized. The quickening of moral feeling leads to self-scrutiny
and an apprehension of more or less friction between the self
and the best environments. The quickening of the religious
feelings begets a desire to get adjusted to the largest and best
ideals. The quickening of the sense of'Iife, as lived through
others and for others, awakens the impulse to become a part
of the great cosmic struggle for more complete existence. In
the gospels is found the Christian philosophy of life; and in
the gospels is found the Christian regimen of life, in its broad
outlines. For the gospels reveal the personality of One who
"came that they might have life and that they might have it
more abundantly," and Christian philosophy sums itself up in
personal character. And the gospels reveal broadly the Chris
tian regimen of life, for this is simply to follow where He leads.
It is not surprising, therefore, that, when the meaning and
method of life are sought with such earnest zest as during

1 Pedag(lgical Seminary, Vol. V, pp. 61-r28.
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CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE. 167

the adolescent years, the Christian explanation of what life is,
and how it may be lived, should be of interest.

§ III.

Choice of Bible Scenes, Stories and Characters.
The data collected under this head bear upon three points:

(I) The scenes, stories, and characters that are most liked;
(2) The development of interest in the scenic, narrative, and
personal elements; and (3) The comparative interest in the
three classes of elements at different ages. Preferences were
shown for 57 different Bible scenes, 26 from the Old Testament
and 31 from the new. Of these, the fifteen most popular
scenes are the following:

BOYS. GIRLS. TOTAL.

r. Daniel in the Lion's Den, 53 52 105
2. The Crucifixion, 45 33 78
3. The Birth of Jesus, 27 38 65
4. Jesus Blessing Little Children, 13 42 55
5. The Lord's Supper, 30 23 53
6. Feeding the Five Thousand, 25 24 49
7. Jesus Walking on the Sea, 10 27 37
8. The Resurrection, 18 18 36
9. The finding of Moses, 13 2 I 34

10. The Raising of Lazarus, 8 24 32
I r , The Transfiguration, IO 2 I 31
12. Jesus before the Wise Men, 5 20 25
13. Jesus' Triumphal Entry, 12 13 25
14. The Woman at the Well, 15 10 25
15. The Stilling of the Tempest, 12 12 24

It will be observed that all but two of these fifteen scenes
are from the New Testament. Probably this is to be ac
counted for, in part, by the influence of pictures. Many of
the scenes mentioned are the commonest subjects of the mas
terpieces of Christian art, reproductions of which appear in
pictorial Bibles, Sunday-School literature, and the like. It is
also due, undoubtedly, to the intrinsic attractiveness of the
personality and works of Jesus. All of the scenes from the
New Testament have him as their central figure, three pre
senting him as a child or in connection with children. The
most popular scene of all, however, is Daniel in the Lions'
Den. This is unquestionably one of the most graphic scenes
in the Bible when given pictorial representation, as it often is,
in religious literature. This fact is sufficient to account for
its popularity. The popularity of the crucifixion is doubtless
due, in part, to Christian art and to the emphasis placed in

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
E

xe
te

r]
 a

t 1
4:

39
 1

9 
Ju

ne
 2

01
6 



168 CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE.

religious teaching upon the death of Jesus. It is also, prob
ably, due to a lurking fondness in some children for cruel and
tragic scenes. One boy, in describing his preferences, said,
" I like anything that has murder and such things in it." It
is to be hoped that not many children share this feeling. But
there is here suggested a possibility that should inspire caution
in those who are disposed to dwell upon such scenes in
religious teaching.

The choice of Bible stories has a total range of 38, twenty
three of these being drawn from the Old Testament and 15
from the New. The most popular of these are the following:

BOYS. CIRLS. TOTAL.

I. The Selling of Joseph, 48 99 147
2. David and Goliath, 50 50 100
3. Daniel and the Assyrian Kings, 43 4 1 84
4. Moses and Pharoah's Daughter, 25 44 69
5. The Story of Ruth, 10 4 1 51
6. Story of Jesus' Birth, 20 29 49
7. The Prodigal Son, 15 23 38
8. Story of Noah's Ark, 20 18 38
9. The Calling of Samuel, 16 16 32

10. Samson and the Philistines, 20 7 27
I I. The Flight into Egypt, 3 15 18
12. Jonah and the Whale, 10 7 17
13. Story of Esther, 7 10 17
14. Changing Water into Wine, 5 12 17
15. The Good Samaritan, 5 I I 16

It appears from this that Old Testament stories are more
popular than are New Testament stories, the five standing
highest in the list being drawn from the Old Testament.
These five stories have all the essential elements that make
such productions attractive to the young,-heroic characters.
heroic situations, heroic actions. The same is true, in a some
what less degree, of the remaining five stories drawn from the
Old Testament. From all that has been said about the egoistic
sensuous life of children in the earlier years, we are prepared
to understand why the story-interest should center in that
division of the Bible. The most popular story in the New
Testament is that of Jesus' birth, many of the youngest chil
dren choosing this, as we might expect from what has preceded.
But one story in this group of fifteen is based upon a miracle,
and this probably owed its interest for children to the human
elements involved. In general, few children expressed a liking
for miracles.

A total of 45 Bible characters were chosen-e-aj Old Testament
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CHILDRENS' INTEREST IN THE BIBLE. 169

characters and 20 New Testament characters. The fifteen
most popular are the following:

BOYS. GIRLS. TOTAL.

I. John the Disciple, 48 104 152
2. Peter, 48 77 125
3. Jesns" 48 66 114
4· David, 49 65 II4
5· Moses, 44 59 103
6. Paul, 31 63 94
7· Joseph, 32 43 75
8. Daniel, 19 36 55
9· Samuel, 13 17 30

10. Ruth, 7 17 24
II. Elijah, 16 8 24
12. Abraham, 10 II 21
13. Solomon, II 9 20
14. John the Baptist, 8 7 IS
IS. Mary, the Mother of Jesus, 4 11 15

From the foregoing, it appears the three characters most
often chosen, are New Testament characters. The boys dis
tribute their preferences equally among these. A much larger
percentage of the girls, however, choose John the Disciple,
while more of the girls choose Peter than Jesus. The quali
ties found in John are sufficient to account for his popularity.
He is a gentle, loving, yet manly character. He is doubtless
also loved for the sake of his Master, whom he so fittingly
portrayed in the fourth gospel. The prominence of Peter is
not so easily understood. Aside from his rugged, virile man
hood, we have probably to take into account his unique place
in Jesus' regard and the distinction he has enjoyed in church
history. It may seem strange that Jesus should rank lowest
in the total preferences shown for these three New Testament
characters. I am inclined to believe that this is not accidental,
however. It is doubtful if the younger children at least were
influenced by the theological estimate of Jesus. Theyprobably
see only the human Jesus, and if they think of Jesus as a man,
when they are asked to express a choice between him and
another man, they do so with the same candor that they show
in other matters. I doubt not that Jesus is naturally the most
attractive character in the Bible for children of all ages. This
study shows that, as a child, he is more often chosen by the
younger children than is any other character. It seems to me
probable that this preference would continue among older chil
dren if the latter were allowed spontaneously to grow into an
appreciation of the adult Jesus. But religious teachers are
usually so anxious to present Jesus to children as a divine per-

3
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170 CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE.

son, and children's minds are so unable to grasp the mystical
implications of this dogma, that the human Jesus is taken
away from them and the divine Jesus is made an intellectual
abstraction. The result is, that the child can love neither the
one nor the other. This religious forcing will inevitably shift
the interest of a child to a character wbose simple humanity it
can understand and love. I believe this will account for the
preference which so large a percentage of the girls show for
John.

Among the Old Testament characters chosen. the most
prominent are David, Moses, Joseph and Daniel. This is what
we would expect from what we have already learned of chil
dren's preference for the heroic and dramatic elements of the
Old Testament.

As regards the development of interest in the scenic, narra
tive, and personal elements of the Bible, we find: (I) That,
in general, the interest in scenes and stories is somewhat more
marked in the younger children than in the older; and (2)
that the interest in characters increases with advancing age.
Reference to diagrams 5 and 6 makes this sufficiently clear.
From these diagrams, it will also be observed that the compar
ative interest in the three classes of elements at different ages
is overwhelmingly in favor of the characters. The larger per
centage of children of all ages are attracted more strongly to the
personal elements of the Bible than to any other. This is shown
not alone by the preference expressed for characters, but also
by the choice of scenes and narratives themselves. Thus, of
the 57 scenes mentioned, all but four have their center of
interest in persons; while of the 38 Bible stories selected, all
but three owe their interest to the characters that take part in
them.

Sufficient has already been said in this and preceding sec
tions to explain most of the above results. The overwhelming
interest of children of all ages in the personal elements of the
Bible deserves further discussion, however. The human
interest of children has been generally observed by those who
have studied the psychology of childhood. To adapt the
sentiment of the Latin poet, nothing of human concern is
foreign to the child. The first efforts of the little boy to
realize his artistic ideals are usually pictures of men. The
principal play-activities are reproductions of the lives of adult
men and women. The reading interests of older children run
mainly along the line of biography, or fiction in which the
character element is prominent. Atkinson,l in commenting

lA Year's Study of the Entering Pupils of the Springfield,
(Mass.) High School, (Proc. N. E. A., 1898).
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COMPARATIVE CHOICE, AMONG BOYS, OF BIBLE
CHARACTERS, STORIES, AND SCENES.

v'

so
No.5

80

70

/ ............

---GO

/ -~

50

1/<,-:
40

1//"""",// \
30 \

~ \ .-'1--... ---20

"
, /~

_.- :"> /\ "-\1 -r.>~ -.. ",»": '~

10
'\ --" ... --...

"1

AGE 8 9 10 11 12

---CHARACTERS;

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
___ _ _ STORIES. SCENES.

"100

90

III)

10

DO

50

40

30

20

10

COMPARATIVE CHOICE, .AMONG GIRLS, OF
BIBLE _CHARACTERS, STORIES, AND SCENES.

No.6

V ~r-,I-- ./

/ <,V- ............. 1/

".... -~ <,
"

..- .....- ..... -----
/

'. " -- - _.._..
1-••-- -'

AGE 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

___CHARACTERS. _----STORIES. _ ••_ •• _SCENE5.

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
E

xe
te

r]
 a

t 1
4:

39
 1

9 
Ju

ne
 2

01
6 



172 CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE.

upon the reading-interest of boys at the high school period,
says: ••The Liking for biography is remarkable. One boy
read the lives of Grant, Garfield, Sherman and Blaine.
Another read the lives of Charlemagne, Cromwell, David
Crockett, Daniel Boone, and Buffalo Bill." Mrs. Barnes,1

from her study of the historic sense of children, concludes
that history should primarily be taught through the biog
raphies of heroic and striking characters. Miss Ward,2 who
has investigated the geographical interests of children, finds
that five-sixths of the preferences for towns, cities or countries
reveal a human interest. Miss Ward mentions Anna Buckbee
as having made a similar study to her own, with similar
results, and concludes by saying: ., Does not the strong
human interest shown by children lead us to unite with Miss
Buckbee in asking if this does not show that the earth should
be taught as the home of man?" The sentiment thus ex
pressed, is rapidly becoming general in educational circles.
History, geography, literature, and the elementary sciences
are being taught more and more from the view-point of their
human interest. In the light of such facts, the significance
of children's predominant interest in the personal elements of
the Bible becomes clear. Have we not here a suggestion that
the Bible, too, may best be given to children through the
medium of personal incident and biography?

§ IV.

Development of Interest in Jesus.
Finally, we may examine the data bearing upon children's

interestin Bible characters, with a view to discovering whether
there is any change from period to period in their regard for
Jesus.. For purposes of comparison, it will be helpful to make
the development of interest in John the Disciple, and David,
the most popular characters in the New and the Old Testament,
respectively. First of all, we should remember that what has
been said about little children's fondness for the infant Jesus
will not hold to the same extent in the choice of Jesus as an
adult character. In the former case, Jesus was thought of in
the environment of childhood. His attractiveness for children
was revealed through their fondness for the scenes and inci
dents connected with that period. In the latter case, he is
thought of in relation to other adults and to adult environ
ments.

1 Barnes's Studies in Education, p. 90.
2 Education, Vol. XVIII.
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CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE. 173

The boys express no preference for Jesus until the roth year.
Beginning at this age with 10%, their interest increases some
what rapidly up to 14, and then less rapidly throughout the
remaining years included in the study. From 17 years on,
approximately.ooe; of the boys include Jesus in their list of
preferences. The girls' interest begins with 20%, at 8 years,
and rises steadily up to the 15th year, when it stands at 60%.
Thereafter, it declines somewhat, although remaining through
out above 50%. Generally speaking, therefore, the interest in
Jesus is an adolescent interest, manifesting itself strongly at the
beginning of that period and continuing throughout. The
interest in John the Disciple, on the other hand, covers a
shorter period. It is mainly an interest of early adolescence.
In the case of the girls, it rises sharply from 10 years on, cul
minating at 13, with 68%. The boys' interest rises less abrupt
ly, reaching its culmination in the reth year, with 50%.
Thereafter, in both both boys and girls, the curve of interest
falls rapidly. Finally, the interest in David is, in general, a
pre-adolescent interest. It is strongly manifested from 9 to 12,
reaching approximately its highest point at the latter age, in
the case of the girls, and then remaining constant up to 15,
when it falls off rapidly. The boys' interest culminates at 14,
when it also declines, the percentage of both sexes falling to
zero in the 19th year. These results will appear more clearly
in the following diagrams.
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We have, therefore, the outstanding fact that children's
interest in Jesus, as an adult, is an adolescent interest. This
is what we should expect from the numerous tendencies of
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CHILDRItN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE. 175

this period of life, elsewhere referred to. In considering the
general interest of adolescents in the New Testament, we
found that this runs parallel with the ripening of the altru
istic and reflective consciousness. Thus, it is the opinion of
those who have studied the religious aspects of adolescence
that the character and teaching of Jesus appeal strongly to the
adolescent mind. Lancaster 1 says: "Adolescents will sacrifice
and perform duty for the Master as at no other time of life.
Instruction should take the form of an appeal to free, sponta
neous loyalty to the King, and Jesus should be presented as
the ideal, heroic God-man. His self-sacrifice and self-denial,
his suffering and passion may be taught with the assurance
that they will appeal most strongly to the soul-life of the
adolescents. "

This intrinsic attractiveness of the personality of Jesus for
young people, appears in what is called conversion. The
meaning attached to the latter by evangelical Christianity is
essentially the acceptance of Jesus as a personal Saviour. As
has already been pointed out, statistical studies of conversion
show that this is an adolescent phenomenon. Starbuck t found
that the curve of conversion reached its maximum at 16, for
both sexes, though a considerable percentage of conversions
among the girls took place in the 13th year. Gulick 8 found
that the maximum for boys was reached in the rSth year, with
a large number falling in the 16th year also. In general,
these investigations show that most young people who enter
the church, do so in the first half of adolescent life. This
virtually coincides with the period of maximum interest in
Jesus, as shown in diagram 7. The attractiveness of Jesus
for adolescents is therefore but one of a large class of phe
nomena, which the investigation of adolescent life is bringing
to light. It would seem to afford another and weighty reason
for concluding that this period of life is the time when the human
soul spontaneously opens to the ideals of character and conduct
which Jesus represents.

1 The Psychology and Pedagogy of Adotescence, Pedagogical Semi
nary, Vol. V, p. 128.

2 Psychology of Religion.
8 Association Outlook, Vol. VIII, pp. 33-48.
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176 CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE.

CHAPTER III.

CONCT.USION.

The most general conclusion growing out of this study of
children's Bible interests, is that it confirms the results obtained
from similar studies along other lines, and is, in turn, confirmed
by them. This fact goes far towards offsetting any suspicion
as to method or completeness of data. It cannot be accidental
that children's interest in the Old Testament falls mainly in a
period of life which experimental studies of children's mental
aptitudes, as well as their historical. geographical, reading,
play and other interests. have shown to be characterized by
just the instinctive tendencies and intellectual qualities that
the material of the Old Testament most powerfully appeals to.
Nor can it be accidental that adolescent interest in the Gospels,
and in Jesus, runs parallel with the general altruistic and relig
ious interests brought to light by the various studies of ado
lescence. It seems to me, therefore, that this concurrence of
results does two things: (I) It vindicates the point of view
and method ofthe present study; and (2) it serves to strengthen
the conclusions which the study suggests. These conclusions
are as follows:

I. Children up to S or 9 years are more interested in the
portions of the New Testament which give accounts of the
birth and childhood of Jesus. They are interested, however,
in Old Testament stories relating to the childhood or youth of
characters like Moses, Samuel, Joseph and David. This sug
gests that children of this age should be given instruction in
the Bible from the view-point of the childhood of the Bible,
beginning with Jesus and using the others for purposes of
comparative study. Of course, such material would serve only
as the nucleus of the primary curriculum. Around this could
be grouped a great diversity of material derived from studies
in nature, art, industries, and other departments of human
life, so selected and presented as to give the children a religious
outlook upon their environments. A great deal of the material
of the corresponding grades of the public schools conld be ap
propriated, and given an ethical and religious interpretation.
This could be done most effectively, as it seems to me, through
the medium of this great world-soul, who summed up in his
character and life all the most fundamental human interests,
who came into the world through the gateway of childhood,
and who said: "Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to
come unto me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven."

2. From 9 years, on to 13 or 14. children are more inter
ested in the Old Testament. This interest shows itself more
especially in a fondness for the historical books, the literary
and prophetic books, and the heroic and dramatic elements gen-
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CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE. 177

erally. This suggests that the religious curriculum for this
period should occupy itselfwith the history, geography, litera
ture, prophecy, and general moral and religious contents of the
first division of the Bible. It would coincide with the grades
of public school work above the primary and below the high
school, in that it would deal essentially with fact-studies. It
would really mark the beginning of formal biblical instruction,
the instruction of the earlier period being more general and
unsystematic. The order of material would be: (I) history and
geography, (2) literature, and (3) prophecy. The moral and
religious elements would be involved throughout. Incidentally,
the history of other ancient peoples, and, at least the elements
ofcomparative religion could be taught. Much might profitably
be made of the manners and customs, and the social life, espe
cially as reflected in the industries, religious and political cere
monials, and feats of arms. Sacred art might be brought into
requisition to aid in the study of characters and customs. This
is the period for memorizing selected passages of scripture, such
as Psalms, Proverbs, etc.

3. Children in the adolescent period show a decided interest
in the New Testament, especially in the four Gospels and the
Acts of the Apostles. They also show a very special interest in
Jesus and the principal Disciples. The interest in John the
Disciple, is an early adolescent interest, while the interest in
Jesus culminates somewhat later, and is sustained throughout.
This suggests that the material of instruction for adolescence
should be derived largely from the New Testament. It would
center in Jesus and his teachings, the principal Disciples being
studied incidentally. The study of types of Christian charac
ter and the development of Christian thought and institutions
might very profitably be extended to the later history of Chris
tianity. Every possible side-light of history, literature, art and
science could be utilized in revealing the ideals of Christian
manhood and Christian society. The religious instruction of
this period should, it seems to me, aim to establish a correct
personal relationship with the Divine Father and with society.
Altruistic and religious feelings should be made use of to stimu
late and guide a spirit of co-operation with God and men.

4. At all ages, children feel more interest in persons than
in any other elements of the Bible. Even Bible scenes and
stories appeal to them mainly through the man, woman, or
child that is the center of the scene or the principal actor in
the story. This suggests that the Bible should be given to
children, of all ages, through its personal element. Thus.
the Bible should be given to young children through the child
Jesus. Everything in either the Old or the New Testament
that could be properly used to make this human child Jesus
intelligible and lovable should be employed. No theological
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178 CHILDREN'S INTEREST IN THE BIBLE.

explanation of his birth, nature, or mission need be attempted.
The spontaneous love of one child for another may be trusted
to give Jesus a secure place in the affections of children, if he
is presented simply and attractively. And it is better that
the affections should be enlisted in this matter than the intel
lect. God, whom the little child should have already come to
know through its sense of causality as instructed by older
people, may be given anew to it as the Father of this Child of
Bethlehem, whom so large a portion of mankind love and
serve. But, whatever the theological belief of parents or
teachers, there can be no economy, at this early period, in
making God and Jesus' the persons of a mystical trinity.
They should be kept separate in the child's thought, as Father
and Child, each standing for what such terms connote. Any
attempt to invest Jesus with the mysteries of divine incarna
tion and sacrificial function must. it seems to me, detract from
his simplicity and lovableness in the estimation of little
children.

Again, the Bible should be given to children from eight or
nine years, on to thirteen or fourteen, through the heroes of
the Old Testament. These heroes may be selected with es
pecial reference to their importance to history or prophecy, or
with reference to their moral and religious example. The
number is sufficiently large to give ample choice in these direc
tions. When such a selection of heroes has been made, their
characters, deeds, and sayings may become the media through
which the children shall be taught Hebrew history and geog
raphy, moral and religious principles, and anything else that
the Old Testament can supply for purposes of religious instruc
tion. Finally, the Bible should be given to adolescents through
Jesus as an adult, and, incidentally, through the disciples and
apostles who have interpreted his character and teachings.
Here, again, all historical or geographical material, all doc
trines and exhortations, all individual and social elements of
ethics or religion that the New Testament presents, should be
taught through the personal medium most closely identified
with them. In Trinitarian circles, this would be the time to
give the theological interpretation of Jesus' character and
function. Having established the human Jesus in the affections
of childhood, and having guided the child throughout the in
tervening years along the lines of a healthy, normal life which
finds the fulfillment of its ideals in this same Jesus, any doc
trines of the Godhead or the atonement that may seem neces
sary to a religious philosophy, may be added. In any case,
the spontaneous interest in Jesus should be seized upon to
bring the adolescent lives into harmony with him, and to make
his teachings effective in establishing a correct regimen of con
duct as it affects the self and others.
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